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“Soma cube”

The Soma cube is a game that uses 7 pieces made of unit cubes into a 3x3X3 cube. Each
piece is made of 3 or 4 unit cubes. The number of assembling methods are 480. Our
students make 7 pieces from unit cubes themselves, and think of the number of
assembling methods through putting up at an extra program “Do - chu Manabi Project”
that we did after school.

Danish poet, designer Piet Hein (1905-1996) invented it during a lecture on quantum
mechanics conducted by German physicist Werner Heisenberg (1901-1976). Piet Hein
had an idea from Heisenberg’s story, “we divide space from many cubes”. The idea is “we
can make a big cube using pieces that have unevenness and were made of 3 or 4 unit
cubes.

The Soma cube was invented as a puzzle game for adults, now we use the game for
activity for children. There are different colors for each piece, so people can enjoy normal
building blocks games.

Please check it out!
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