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130 To Mr. & Mrs. Hardy [DA]! Annaka, Japan
December 22, 1874

I have informed you of my safe arrival in Yokohama, where
I stopped only one night and half a day, going to Tokyo on the 27th.
I left Tokyo on the same afternoon for home, where I arrived on the
midnight of the 28th. I traveled in a jinrikisha (cart drawn by
men) twenty hours without taking a least rest except for meals.
I hired three men for the purpose, one for myself and two for my
baggage. They ate five times in twenty hours, spending nearly an
hour for each meal. They ran sixty miles within fifteen hours, four
miles for an hour. It was my intention to remain in Yokohama
for three days when I arrived there; but when I once stepped on the
dry land, my dear native soil, I could not wait even for three days.
Hence I hurried toward home without stopping in Yedo. When
I came here it was midnight of the 28th (November) therefore
I disliked to disturb my parents’ sleep, and slept in an inn. In the
morning I sent word to my father. Then I came home and was
welcomed by my aged parents, sisters, neighbors, and all acquaint-
ances. My father was ill for three days, and could not move himself
on account of rheumatism; but when he heard of my safe arrival,
he rose up and welcomed me with fatherly tenderness. When
I hailed him, he stooped down without a word. I noticed his tears
dropping on the floor. My acquaintances gathered at home and
requested me to tell them all my experiences in the United States.
Since I came here, the callers come not simply from this town, but
also from the neighboring towns and villages, lying within seven or
eight miles from here. They have kept me busy all the time. They
come here on hearing of my humble name, and hoping to see me
even for a few minutes. They look as sheep without a shepherd.
I find it almost impossible to send them back without giving them
some spiritual food.

Soon after my arrival at home, I presented your kind letter to
my father, but for a long time I could not translate it for him, because
when I tried to read it, I could not help thinking of the scene of my
last departure from you, and the very thought prevented me from
speaking freely. Another day I gathered my parents and sisters, and

succeeded in reading your letter to them. Before I got half through,

all of them began to weep, being much affected by your parental

kindness shown to me. My father told me that you were our saviours

and gods. Then I told him that he must not make his American

friends gods. If he feel grateful for their kind deeds, he must worship

that God, the only one God, the Creator of the Universe, the Saviour

of Mankind, the God of his American friends. I mentioned still

further, that these friends became so good and kind even to a wan-
dering stranger, because they are the true worshipers of true God,

and the humble followers of Christ, who is indeed the Saviour of
mankind. He came to this sinful world to save the poor and lost.

These friends saved me from a miserable condition, and gave me
necessary education, so that I might become a teacher of the glad
tidings of Salvation to our benighted people. They loved our
people, as much as their own American people; and gave me good
education hoping that I might render some service to our people,

especially in leading them to the way of life.

1. Much of this letter appears in L&L; this fuller version was copied in pencil in a
sure hand and rests in DA.
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Since that time my father discontinued to worship the Japanese
gods and his ancestors. By his consent, I took down all the paper,
wooden, earthen and brass gods from shelves where they were kept,
and burned them up. I send a few paper gods for you, which my
mother threw over in the fire-place. There are no gods or images
in this house now. I trust they will be the worshipers of the true
God hereafter.

I am so thankful that my life and their lives have been spared
these past ten years, and we are permitted to meet once more before
we depart from this world. I hope you will pray for me, so that I may
ever keep myself nearer and closer to my Saviour, and make an entire
consecration for his cause.

Beside my home friends, my humble labor within three weeks
in this place has been wonderfully blessed. I have preached several
times in the school-house in this town, and also preached to a large
audiences in different families. A week before the last Sabbath,
I preached to a large audience in a Buddhist temple. You will
doubtless be surprised at my success when I give you its account. On
the 2d inst. I took a trip to a town where iron mines were recently
discovered with eight of my acquaintances. We stopped in an inn
near the place and on the following morning we awoke very early
and began to talk some nonsense. Then I began to preach without

any forms. There was one miserable drunkard among them.
During my discourse he listened to me very attentively and kept
himself perfectly quiet. Since that time he began to reform himself
entirely. He called on me another day and told me that since he
stopped drinking he can arise early in the morning and work better
than ever before. I have heard of another case of reform, and quite
a number of others are seriously thinking of it. All the priests in
this community came and listened to the preaching of the new
religion. There were over two hundred in number present, con-
sisting of priests, laymen, a few women and children.

At my preaching in the school-house a week ago to-day, there
were the whole body of the magistrates of Takasaki, a neighboring
city of 15,000 inhabitants, They came here in order to hear me
preach, because it was a Japanese holiday, and they could leave the
city without any trouble. Soon after I got through my preaching
in that temple, one of the audience went home and took down all
the gods and images from the shrine, and has discontinued to
worship them ever since. Day before yesterday, I was invited by
a selectman in the next village, to spend the night with him.
After the supper, he gathered the whole family to a parlor, and
requested me to tell them about Jesus Christ. I began to talk at 8
o’clock and continued till half past ten o’clock that night.

Thirty men in this town, and a few men from out of the town,
took up a collection for purchasing some Christian books for them-
selves. One of them gave six en (nearly six dollars in gold), and
a few others gave one en. The contributions are over thirty, and
the amount of contributions is nearly $17.35 in gold. They requested
me to buy some Christian books, when I go to Tokyo or Yokohama.
They are hungry and thirsty for the Christian truth. 1 wrote
Rev. D. C. Greene a week ago for permission to remain here still
longer, but he persuaded me to go to Osaka next Sabbath. I find here
everything ready for the Gospel. The field is white for the harvest.
As Mr. Greene requested me to come soon, I am intending to leave
this place for Tokyo, to-morrow or next day. If I continued to
labor here two or three months I have no doubt that most of the
above will become followers of Christ. It is very painful to leave
this hungry flock, without giving them more spiritual food. This
community is entirely free from any bad foreign influences. This
may be a more desirable place for me to establish a Christian

society than Kobe or Osaka. I would rather prefer ro remain and
labor in this unspotted community (I mean unspotted from any bad
foreign influences), on a new foundation so favorably opened before
me.

The enclosed paper gods are saved from the fire place, where
my mother burnt up all sorts of gods, kept in the family since the

time of my remote ancestors.
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