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5 To FukusHi Unokichi [JD, L&L]! Andover
February 23, 1866
Mr. Munokite,
Dear Sir:

I am very well through God’s mercy. Since I commenced my
hazardous adventure I have spent many valuable days in hard
work; oh! sometimes I had very miserable work: but this work I did
not do for money, but for true knowledge. When I called on Him
who made heaven and earth and sea, and all that in them is, my

sorrow turned into joy, and my misery to success. Oh, I may surely
say it is very wonderful and marvelous that such success has fallen
on me! I passed through many thousand miles of water very safely
without hurricane, tempest, or any trouble. When I came to
Boston, the ship’s owner, Mr. Alpheus Hardy, and the ship’s captain,
Horace S. Taylor, relieved me from my miserable condition, and
gave me all things which I needed, and sent me to the academy at
Andover, Mass., to get an education, paying my board and expenses.

I came to the house of Mr. Hidden—he don’t keep any boarder
but me only—and he and his sister care for me as much as for one
of their own family, and I am very much enjoyed to stay here. Also
I find a kind and religious man in Mr. Flint, a neighbor who was
a teacher of some higher school for thirteen years. Every evening he
hears me recite in arithmetic, that is named Eaton’s Higher School
Arithmetic, and his wife explains to me the most holy and valuable
book in the world, entitled the New Testament, and tells about our
Saviour, Jesus Chirist, who was sent down from his Father to enlighten
the darkness and save sinners. In the academy I am studying
reading, spelling, grammar, and the same arithmetic; also I have
a Bible-lesson every Sabbath. All the teachers and scholars, and many
who know about me, are interested in me and love me, and some give
me things to please me. But these things they don’t do for my sake,
but for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Oh, dear friend, think you well who is Christ. The same is the
Light in darkness. Tt is not the light that comes out from the sun,
moon, stars, and candles; but this the true light that shines on the
benighted and wicked world and guides us unto the way of salvation.
The light of candle is blown away, but this is the true light of eternal
life, and we can by no wise blow it out, and we may take this life
through Jesus Christ. “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might
believe.” See John, 3d chapt. 16-17 verses, New Testament.

Oh, dear friend, I have nothing to repay your kindness, but will
send only, study the Bible, and my photograph. Plcase care for your
health, and study the book I have mentioned above. Oh, alas! it
is not the country’s law to study the Bible and worship our tender
and merciful Father who made us, loved us, and gave his only

begotten Son, through whom we may be saved. But the law ought
to be broken, because it is made by the devil, the king of the world.
The world was not made by the devil, but by our true Father, who
gave unto us his true law. O friend, whether then is right in the
sight of God! to hearken unto the devil more than unto God, please
judge you.

If the fierce devil persecute you for righteousness’ sake, don’t
trouble yourself; I am sure God will protect you from all evil, and
though your body should be killed, your soul would be received unto
him, and you would dwell in the brightest? place with eternal life.
I would like, indeed, to go there with you.

Your truly friend,
Nee Sima Simata’

1 Both Davis (JD) and Hardy (L&I) render this early letter which cach has
edited in his own light; Davis is the fuller but in two places Hardy is followed.
Davis carries the salutation “Mr. Munokite” which was Neesima’s original mis-
taken rendering of Unockichi; in later years he went by the name of Fukusmr
Naritoyo.
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